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8 .  SIGNIFICANCE--Historical Background 

t o  t h e  San Francisco and t h e  New York National  Democratic Conventions and t h e  appointment 
a s  Trustee f o r  Elon College, Mason, N.C. Colonel Holland w a s  a l s o  a  leading  f i g u r e  i n  
c i v i c ,  economic and church a f f a i r s  i n  t h e  community. From 1885-92, he served a s  Direc tor  
of t h e  Farmers' Bank of Nansemond t o  be promoted t o  Pres ident  i n  1892 and t o  remain i n  
t h i s  p o s i t i o n  u n t i l  h i s  death.  This  i s  i l l u s t r a t e d  by t h e  340 times he was named a s  
grantee  i n  business  t r a n s a c t i o n s  between 1904-29 i n  t h e  grantee  records  of t h e  Suffolk 
C i r c u i t  Court C le rk ' s  Off ice .  According t o  t h e  American Banking Associa t ion ,  he was t h e  
o l d e s t  a c t i v e  bank p res iden t  during the  l a s t  few years  of h i s  l i f e .  He joined t h e  
Suf fo lk  C h r i s t i a n  Church about 1890 where he o f t e n  represented t h e  l o c a l  church a t  t h e  
genera l  conferences a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  n a t i o n a l  conventions. For 15 years ,  he ac ted  a s  a  
teacher  of t h e  Twentieth Century Raraca Class  of h i s  church ' s  Sunday School. The t i t l e  of 
"Colonel" was awarded t o  him by Governor A . J .  Montague i n  1902 a s  he joined t h e  Governor's 
s t a f f .  From 1922-24, Colonel Holland served a s  P res iden t  of t h e  Suffo lk  Chamber of Commerce 
thereby becoming t h e  f i r s t  person t o  be e l ec t ed  t o  a  second term. The Chamber of  Commerce 
Building on North Saratoga S t r e e t  was erec ted  during h i s  term of  o f f i c e .  An e l a b o r a t e  
headstone i s  loca ted  i n  Cedar H i l l  Cemetary, Suffo lk ,  V i rg in i a ,  with p e r t i n e n t  b iographica l  
da t a  l i s t e d  on a  plaque. The Morgan Memorial Library ,  118 Bosley Avenue, Suffo lk ,  Virginia,  
has a s u b s t a n t i a l  number of Colonel Holland's personal  papers on f i l e .  

216 Bank S t r e e t  was so ld  i n  1940 t o  t h e  Suf fo lk  Elks Lodge No. 6 8 ~ . ~  The s t r u c t u r e  
served a s  a meeting p lace  f o r  t h e  lodge during t h e  period of 1 9 4 0 4 5  during which time no 
phys ica l  a l t e r a t i o n s  w e r e  made t o  accomodate t h i s  new use .  During World War 11, t h e  
s t r u c t u r e  was f r equen t ly  u t i l i z e d  t o  host  m i l i t a r y  men who came t o  t h e  community f o r  
weekend enter tainment  a s  p a r t  of t h e  U.S.O. Program. From 1965 t o  p resen t  t ime,  t h e  
s t r u c t u r e  has funct ioned a s  a  s ix-uni t  apartment house a s  o r i g i n a l l y  converted by 
J.A. R ~ 1 s s e l l 4  and subsequently s o l d  t o  Young P r o p e r t i e s  i n  1984. 5 

'1n May of 1985, the  r e s i d e n t s  and proper ty  owners of t h e  a r e a  voted t o  adopt t h e  new 
name of Old Suffolk.  

L This  i s  t h e  year  t h e  p a r c e l  of land was purchased by Colonel Holland a s  per  Deed Book 2, 
Page 102 on f i l e  with t h e  Suffo lk  C i r c u i t  c l e r k ' s  Off ice .  

3 ~ e e d  Book 16 ,  Page 401. 

(See Continuat ion Sheet $4) 
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8. SIGNIFICANCE--Footnotes 

4 ~ e e d  Book 46, Page 544 

5 ~ e e d  Book 130, Page 686 
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10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA--Verbal Boundary Descr ip t ion  end J u s t i f i c a t i o n  

s t r u c t u r e  was o r i g i n a l l y  cons t ruc ted  (with exception of small  p a r c e l  so ld  t o  nor thern  
neighbor a t  some time during t h e  1940's).  
Verbal Boundary Descript ion:  Beginning a t  a  poin t  110.45 f e e t  west of t h e  northwest 
i n t e r s e c t i o n  of t h e  Pinner S t r e e t  and Bank S t r e e t  right-of-ways and running thence i n  a  
no r the r ly  d i r e c t i o n  150.48 f e e t ;  thence i n  a  wes ter ly  d i r e c t i o n  11.23 f e e t ;  thence i n  a  
no r the r ly  d i r e c t i o n  18.31 f e e t ;  thence i n  a  wes ter ly  d i r e c t i o n  36.91 f e e t ;  thence i n  a  
no r the r ly  d i r e c t i o n  102.27 f e e t ;  thence i n  a  wes ter ly  d i r e c t i o n  10.20 f e e t ;  thence i n  a  
souther ly  d i r e c t i o n  92.00 f e e t ;  thence i n  a  wes ter ly  d i r e c t i o n  40.17 f e e t ;  thence i n  a  
souther ly  d i r e c t i o n  28.40 f e e t ;  thence i n  an e a s t e r l y  d i r e c t i o n  70.08 f e e t ;  thence i n  a  
souther ly  d i r e c t i o n  149.81 f e e t ;  thence i n  an e a s t e r l y  d i r e c t i o n  62.40 f e e t  t o  t h e  s t a r t i n g  
poin t .  



7. Description 

Condition Check one Check one 
& excellent - deteriorated 2 unaltered x original site 
- good - ruins altered m o v e d  date wA . 

-fair - unexposed 
- ~ ~~~ 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

S W Y  DESCRIPTION 

The s t r u c t u r e  a t  216 Bank S t r e e t  i n  t h e  C i ty  of Suffo lk ,  V i rg in i a  i s  a 2%-story stuccoed 
b r i ck  dwelling erec ted  a s  a modest adapta t ion  of t h e  Second Empire s t y l e .  B u i l t  i n  ca .  
1885, t h e  facade i s  divided i n t o  t h r e e  bays wi th  ornamental b racke t s  running along t h e  
main and f r o n t  porch corn ice .  The i n t e r i o r  p lan  has  a c e n t r a l  passage layout .  Two successive 
add i t ions  were made between 1929 and 1940. Subsequent a l t e r a t i o n s  a r e  l i m i t e d  t o  i n t e r i o r  
p a r t i t i o n s  a t t ached  t o  o r i g i n a l  f a b r i c  t o  c r e a t e  t h e  e x i s t i n g  s i x  apartments  wi th in  t h e  
s t r u c t u r e .  The nominated acreage inc ludes  one con t r ibu t ing  bui ld ing .  

ARCHITECTURAL ANALYSIS 

The ca. 1885 s t r u c t u r e  a t  216 Bank S t r e e t  i s  a 2%-s tory  stuccoed b r i c k  dwell ing b u i l t  a s  
a modest adap ta t ion  of t h e  Second Empire s t y l e .  The ent rance  has  a double French door with 
the  o r i g i n a l  bevel led  g l a s s  and a transom and a f l a t  a r c h i t r a v e  supported by console 
brackets  overhead. The one-story f r o n t  porch r e t a i n s  i t s  tongue-and-groove decking with' a 
wooden stoop.  The porch roof i s  hipped with i t s  o r i g i n a l  s tanding seam'metal roof .  There 
a r e  four  square wooden porch columns on a p e d e s t a l  w i th  embellished c a p i t a l  d iv id ing  t h e  
f r o n t  facade i n t o  t h r e e  bays. The wooden b a l u s t e r s  a r e  turned.  There a r e  segmental arches 
overhead wi th  scrol lsawn ornament and a c e n t r a l  pendant i n  each arch .  The porch corn ice  
has fou r  l a r g e  I t a l i a n a t e  brackets  i n t e r spe r sed  by t h r e e  smal le r  brackets  d iv id ing  t h e  
porch i n t o  t h r e e  bays. The porch columns and main roof corn ice  b racke t s  r e c a l l  t h i s  
p a t t e r n .  The o r i g i n a l  wrought-iron fence along t h e  f r o n t  proper ty  l i n e  wi th  a c e n t r a l  
g a t e  remains i n  p lace .  The f i r s t  and second s t o r i e s  on t h e  o r i g i n a l  s e c t i o n  have t a l l  
r ec t angu la r ,  two-over-two double-hung windows wi th  a hood-mould and overhead brackets .  
The hood-moulds a r e  f l a t  above t h e  f i r s t - s t o r y  f r o n t  windows and t h e  f r o n t  door while  t h e  
remaining f i r s t  story and a i l  second-s tory  window hood-moulds a r e  t r i a n g u l a r .  Much of t h e  
o r i g i n a l  g l a s s  remains i n  t h e s e  windows. The s t r u c t u r e  has a mansard roof w i t h  concave s i d e s  
and metal  roof f l a sh ing  along t h e  s i d e s  and a curb.  Multi-colored s l a t e , t i l e s  form a 
c e n t r a l  six-pointed s t a r  p a t t e r n  f lanked by two sma l l e r  diamonds,on t h e  o u t s i d e  bays of 
t h e  f r o n t  facade a s w e l l  a s  a diamond on t h e  f r o n t  s e c t i o n  of t h e  west s i d e  of t h e  roof 
and t h r e e  diamonds evenly spaced on t h e  east s i d e .  There a re ,  two dormers i n  t h e  f r o n t  roof 
and two i n  each of t h e  e a s t  and west roof facades  with arched,'double-hung two-over-two 
windows and segmental a r c h i t r a v e s  i n  t h e  head of t h e  windows. A s i d e  en t rance  i d  found 
on t h e  west facade which has  a t r i a n g u l a r  hood-mould supported by b r ~ c k e t s  matching 
those above t h e  o r i g i n a l  second-story windows.' A metal  awning has  been i n s t a l l e d  above t h e  
door between t h e  door i t s e l f  and t h e  hood-mould leaving  t h e  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  f e a t u r e s  i n t a c t .  
There a r e  s i x  chimneys throughout t h e  s t r u c t u r e  wi th  four  of  t h e  o r i g i n a l  f i r e p l a c e s  i n  
place.  On t h e  west facade ,  t h e r e  a r e  two p l a s t e r e d  chimneys on t h e  roof wi th  rounded caps 
of i n t e r i o r  cons t ruc t ion .  The southernmost chimney of t h e s e  two connects w i th  two f i r e p l a c e s ,  
one on t h e  f i r s t  and one on t h e  second f l o o r .  Both of t h e s e  r e t a i n  t h e  o r i g i n a l  s l a t e  
mantel p ieces  of s i m i l a r  but  not i d e n t i c a l  design.  The matching mantel p i eces  connecting 
wi th  Lhe second chimney on t h e  west facade on t h e  f i r s t  and second f l o o r s  a r e  be l ieved  t o  
have been removed and t h e  f i r e p l a c e s  el iminated ca .  1965 a t  t h e  time of t h e  conversion t o  
s i x  apartment u n i k  . A t h i r d  chimney i s  loca ted  on t h e  northwest s e c t i o n  of t h e  r e a r  wa l l  of 
t h e  s t r u c t u r e  and connects w i th  two o r i g i n a l  f i r e p l a c e s ,  one on t h e  f i r s t  and one on t h e  

(See Continuat ion Sheet t 1) 



8. Significance 

Period Areas of Significance--Check and justify below 
. prehistoric archeology-prehistoric community planning landscape architecture religion 

_ 1400-1499 archeology-historic conservation . law _ -  science 
- 1500-1599 . agriculture . economics  . . literature . sculpture 

1600-1699 . X architecture . . education military _ social1 
. 1700-1799 art engineering music humanitarian 
_ X  1800-1899 . .  commerce exploration~settlement philosophy theater 
- 1900- communications industry X politics!government - transportation 

. invention 
. ~ 

- other (specify) 
~~~~ ~ _ . . . ~ ~~~ ~~ . . - -. 

Specific dates ca. 1885 
~ ~ -~ .~~ - -~ -. ~~ 

BuildeaArchitect 
. . - . . . .. . unlcnown . 

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Bui l t  f o r  Colonel Edward E .  Holland i n  1885, 216 Bank S t r e e t  i s  one of only two la te -19th  
century res idences  remaining i n  t h e  C i ty  of Suffo lk  of comparable des ign  and high l e v e l  of 
a r c h i t e c t u r a l  d e t a i l .  The landmark res idence  i s  loca ted  wi th in  t h e  once fashinonable neigh- 
borhood of Joyner ' s  Park and r e f l e c t s  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  and s o c i a l  a s p i r a t i o n s  of Colonel 
Holland, one of Suf fo lk ' s  most prominent c i t i z e n s .  Holland's  d i s t ingu i shed  ca ree r  included:  
Mayor of Suffo lk  (1885-87); Commonwealth's Attorney f o r  t h e  C i ty  of Suffo lk  and Nansemond 
County (1887-1908); Pres ident  of t h e  Farmers' Bank of Nansemond (1891-1040); V i rg in i a  
S t a t e  Senator (1908-11 and 1930-41) and member of t h e  U.S. House of Representa t ives  (1911-21). 

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 

216 Bank S t r e e t  i s  loca ted  i n  t h e  Joyner 's  Park Neighborhood i n  t h e  C i ty  of Suffo lk  
Vi rg in i a .  The a r e a  c u r r e n t l y  wi th in  t h e  c i t y  boundaries o r i g i n a t e d  a s  Nansemond County, 
founded i n  1634. I n  1742, t h e  Town of Suffo lk ,  then a  two square  mi le  a r e a ,  was char te red;  
t h e  l a t t e r  two square  mi l e s  were loca ted  on t h e  shore l ine  of Lake Meade and gene ra l ly  on 
t h e  s i t e  of t h e  p resen t  Cedar H i l l  Cemetery and t h e  surrounding a r e a .  Around 1885, four  
prominent f a m i l i e s  b u i l t  t h e  f i r s t  four  res idences  i n  t h e  Joyner 's  Park a r e a ,  one of 
which was Colonel Holland's  216 Bank S t r e e t .  A l l  four  s t r u c t u r e s  a r e  loca ted  wi th in  one 
block of each o t h e r  wi th  216 Bank S t r e e t  i n  a  c e n t r a l  l oca t ion ;  each i s  a  l a r g e ,  e l abora t e  
adapta t ion  of s t y l e s  prevalent  a t  t h e  time i n  t h i s  p a r t  of V i rg in i a  such a s  I t a l i a n a t e ,  
Vic tor ian ,  Queen Anne and Second Empire f e a t u r e s  on a  s c a l e  i n d i c a t i v e  of t h e  weal th and 
prominent s o c i a l  s tanding  of t h e i r  r e spec t ive  owners. Subsequently, t h e  surrounding a rea  
was b u i l t  up wi th  sma l l e r ,  l e s s  e l a b o r a t e  dwell ings of vernacular  s t y l e  between 1890 and 
1910. While not  of a  comparable economic l e v e l  and s o c i a l  s t a t u s  wi th  t h e  o r i g i n a l  four  
mansions. t h e  i n f i l l  s t r u c t u r e s  i n  combination wi th  t h e  fou r  l a r g e r  dwell ings formed a  
prominent neighborhood. The name Joyner ' s  Park was der ived  from a smal l  p r i v a t e l y  owned 
park made a v a i l a b l e  t o  t h e  pub l i c  by M r .  Joyner, owner of  a  commercial p i ece  of proper ty  
i n  t h e  southeas t  corner  of t h e  a r e a  bounded by Washington S t r e e t ,  Holladay S t r e e t ,  Bank 
S t r e e t  and L ibe r ty  S t r e e t .  Eventual ly,  t h e  Joyner 's  Park Neighborhood evolved t o  encompass an 
a r e a  bounded by North Main S t r e e t ,  Finney S t r e e t ,  Moore Avenue, L ibe r ty  S t r e e t  and 
Washington S t r e e t . 1  Although t h e  s t r u c t u r e  a t  216 Bank S t r e e t  i s  not  a  pure example of t h e  
Second Empire s t y l e ,  i t  is a n  outs tanding  adapta t ion  f o r  southern V i r g i n i a  i n  a  s c a l e  and 
a r c h i t e c t u r a l  d e t a i l  equal  t o  only  one o t h e r  dwelling found i n  t h e  C i ty  of Suffolk.  

(See Continuat ion Sheet i/ 2) 
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7.  DESCRIPTION--Architectural Analysis  

second f l o o r .  These mantel p i eces  a r e  a l s o  s l a t e  of similar des igns .  This  chimney i s  con- 
s t r u c t e d  of b r i c k  i n  a  corbe l led  design. With t h e  subsequent a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  s t r u c t u r e ,  i t  
was e n t i r e l y  b u i l t  i n .  A f o u r t h  f l u e  i s  found toward t h e  c e n t e r  of t h e  s t r u c t u r e  and appears 
t o  connect w i th  w a l l  enc losure  i n  t h e  d in ing  room added nor th  of t h e  en t r ance  h a l l  w i th in  
t h e  ca. 1929 add i t ion .  L a s t l y ,  t h e r e  a r e  two chimney panels  on t h e  second f l o o r  of t h e  
northwest a d d i t i o n ,  one f ac ing  nor th  and one fac ing  west.  They a r e  b r i ck  u n i t s  with a  
painted e x t e r i o r ,  a  corbe l led  base  and corbe l led  chimney caps.  No corresponding f i r e p l a c e s  
were loca ted .  Colonel Holland added ex tens ive ly  t o  t h e  o r i g i n a l  square footage.  Local o r a l  
h i s t o r y  and cons t ruc t ion  d e t a i l s  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  t h e  northwest and nor theas t  two-story b r i ck  
add i t ions  were b u i l t  ca.  1929.l  However, t h e  enclosed r e a r  s t a i r s  and t h e  one-story sun- 
room were l a t e r  add i t ions  dated sometime between 1929 and 1940. The e x t e r i o r  of t h e  
add i t ions  i s  pa in ted  b r i c k  wi th  weatherboard on t h e  e x t e r i o r  of t h e  s t a i r w e l l  only. The 
windows vary i n  s t y l e  and s i z e  from a  matching u n i t  t o  t h e  o r i g i n a l  windows t o  smal le r  ba th  
and k i tchen  u n i t s ;  they a r e  genera l ly  double-hung, two-over-two wooden windows with over- 
head wooden l i n t e l s  and s i l l s  on t h e  west and nor th  facades and wooden s i l l s  only on t h e  
e a s t  facade.  The i n t e r i o r  of t h e  r e a r  s t a i r w e l l  i s  gene ra l ly  wainscotted wi th  b r i ck  wa l l s  
on t h e  south and west w a l l s , t h e  l a t t e r  two being o r i g i n a l l y  b u i l t  a s  e x t e r i o r  wa l l s .  

The s t r u c t u r e  i s  entered  through a  double French door wi th  t h e  o r i g i n a l  bevel led  g l a s s  i n  
t h e  southeas t  corner  of t h e  s t r u c t u r e .  A secondary ent rance  i s  found on t h e  west facade 
toward t h e  cen te r  of t h e  s t r u c t u r e  ( o r i g i n a l l y  a  k i t chen  en t r ance ) .  I n  t h e  main ent rance  
h a l l ,  t h e  o r i g i n a l  window and door t r i m  is c l e a r l y  v i s i b l e  and i n  good condi t ion .  The same 
holds t r u e  f o r  t h e  ma jo r i ty  of t h e  t r i m  on o t h e r  o r i g i n a l  w a l l s  throughout t h e  dwell ing.  
The windows and doors  a r e  bordered by eight- inch wide crown moldings of s i m i l a r  but  not  
i d e n t i c a l  designs.  Each window a l s o  has  a  r a i s e d  panel  t o  t h e  f l o o r  wi th  a  v e r t i c a l  crown 
molding extending t o  t h e  f l o o r  on e i t h e r  s i d e .  The eleven-inch t a l l  base boards a r e  i n t r i c a t e  
i n  d e t a i l .  Accordingly, subsequent a l t e r a t i o n s  a r e  e a s i l y  d i s t i n g u i s h a b l e  wi th  t h e i r  less 
complex nine-inch base boards a s  we l l  a s  d i f f e r e n t  window and door t r i m  s t y l e .  The l i v i n g  
and d in ing  rooms were loca ted  t o  t h e  west of t h e  en t rance  h a l l .  I n  t h i s  a r e a ,  a l l  e x t e r i o r  
wa l l s  remain i n t a c t  a s  does t h e  west wa l l  fac ing  toward t h e  en t r ance  h a l l .  The d iv id ing  
wa l l  was, however, removed wich t h e  ca .  1929 a d d i t i o n  t o  c r e a t e  a  l a r g e r  l i v i n g  room. One 
of t h e  fou r  remaining f i r e p l a c e s  i s  loca ted  he re .  The second f i r e p l a c e  i n  former dining 
room s e c t i o n  i s  bel ieved t o  have been removed t o  al low f o r  t h e  c r e a t i o n  of a  small  bedi'oom 
during t h e  1965 conversion t o  s i x  apartments.  Today, t h i s  a r e a  conta ins  a  sepa ra t e  apartment 
Di rec t ly  nor th  of t h e  en t r ance  hallway a r e  found a  former ha l lway/par lor  and t h e  "new" ca. 
1929 d in ing  room. These two rooms and t h e  subsequent one-story sunroom (ca.  1929-40 
addi t ion)  i n  t h e  r e a r  form one apartment u n i t  today. L a s t l y ,  t h e  s i d e  en t r ance  on t h e  west 
s i d e  l e d  t o  t h e  o r i g i n a l  k i t chen  and pant ry .  Most wa l l s  remain i n t a c t  he re .  The pant ry  i s  
bel ieved t o  have been loca ted  where t h e  present  bathroom i s  loca ted .  On t h e  e a s t  wal l  of 
t h e  o r i g i n a l  k i t chen  , t h e r e  i s  a  wooden she l f  i m i t a t i v e  of t h e  t y p i c a l  window s t y l e  with 
a l l  t h e  e l abora t e  t r i m  and f l o o r  panel ;  t h i s  i s  be l ieved  t o  have been i n s t a l l e d  f o r  v i s u a l  
balance.  The o r i g i n a l  s l a t e  mantel p i ece  i s  loca ted  on t h e  no r th  wa l l  of t h e  o r i g i n a l  ki tchen 
a l s o .  With t h e  ca. 1929 a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  k i tchen  became a  l i b r a r y  and t h e  k i t chen  was r e -  
loca ted  t o  t h e  r e a r .  These t h r e e  rooms today form t h e  t h i r d  apartment u n i t  downstairs .  

(See Continuat ion Sheet // 2) 
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7. DESCRIPTION--Architectural Analysis  

The main s t a i r c a s e  t o  t h e  second f l o o r  i s  o r i g i n a l  wi th  a  turned newel pos t  and turned 
ba lus t rade .  There i s  an eleven-inch wide scrol lsawn bracket  i n  t h e  s t a i r w e l l  on t h e  wa l l  
a t  t h e  second-f loor  l e v e l .  There were o r i g i n a l l y  t h r e e  bedrooms on t h e  second f l o o r .  The 
e x t e r i o r  wa l l s  a r e  i n t a c t  today while  ex tens ive  i n t e r i o r  remodeling was undertaken i n  
connection wi th  t h e  1965 conversion. Two o r i g i n a l  mantel p ieces  remain today wi th in  t h e  
t h r e e  apartment u n i t s .  The a t t i c  i s  a  f u l l  s t o r y  containing s e v e r a l  f i n i s h e d  rooms which 
were used f o r  r e c r e a t i o n  by t h e  Elks Lodge. 

I n  conclusion,  216 Bank S t r e e t  i s  a  wel l -preserved  example of l a t e  19th century 
a r c h i t e c t u r e  with many f e a t u r e s  i n t a c t  i n  s p i t e  of subsequent conversion. 

' c i ty  of  Suffo lk  Zoning O f f i c i a l  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  no records  a r e  a v a i l a b l e  p r i o r  t o  1972. 

8 .  SIGNIFICANCE--Historical Background 

Holland House Apartments a t  2 16 Bank S t r e e t  was b u i l t  f o r  Colonel Edward Evere t t  Holland 
i n  ca. 1885.' Edward E .  Holland was born i n  Nansemond County near  Holland, V i rg in i a ,  on 
February 26, 1860, t h e  son of Zackery Evere t t  Holland and Ann Pret low S c o t t  Holland. Af ter  
a t t end ing  l o c a l  schools ,  he  went t o  Richmond College and t h e  Univers i ty  of Richmond where 
he received a  LL.B. degree. L a t e r ,  he re turned  t o  Richmond College t o  e a r n  a  LL.D. degree. 
He was a  Ph i  Beta Kappa, a  member of t h e  Southern Soc ie ty  of New York, the  Suffo lk  Chr i s t i an  
Church, t h e  Suffo lk  Elks Lodge and t h e  Sons of t h e  American Revolution. Together with h i s  
wife  of November 26, 1884, M i s s  O t e l i a  Lee of Nansemond County, he had two ch i ld ren ;  L. 
Pretlow Holland, l a t e r  a  p r a c t i s i n g  a t t o r n e y  who died i n  1935 and Bess ie ,  t h e  l a t e  M r s .  
Creekmore of New Orleans. O t e l i a  Holland died i n  1897. I n  October,  1920, Colonel 
Holland took a second wi fe ,  MissEunice Ensor of Omsha, Nebraska. Colonel Holland enjcyed 
a long and var ied  o f f i c i a i  ca ree r  both l o c a l l y ,  on a  s t a t e  l e v e l  and n a t i o n a l l y  which was 
d i s t ingu i shed  by t h e  f a c t  t h a t  he was never defea ted  i n  a  p o l i t i c a l  campaign. He was Mayor 
of t h e  C i ty  of Suffo lk  from 1885-87. Admitted t o  t h e  bar i n  1882, he served a s  Common- 
wea l th ' s  Attorney f o r  t h e  C i ty  of Suffo lk  and Nansemond County from 1887-1908. I n  1908, 
he was e l e c t e d  by h i s  D i s t r i c t  t o  t h e  Vi rg in i a  S t a t e  Senate where he served u n t i l  1911. 
From 1911-21, he was a  member of  t h e  U.S. House of Representa t ives  t o  r e t u r n  t o  t h e  S t a t e  
Senate from 1930 u n t i l  h i s  dea th  on October 2 2 ,  1941 a t  t h e  age of 81. I n  t h e  Vi rg in i a  
S t a t e  Senate,  he headed t h e  Committee on Publ ic  I n s t i t u t i o n s  and Education and served on 

t h e  committees on Finance, F ish  and Game, Insurance and Banking, P r i v i l e g e s  
and E lec t ions  and General Laws. As a  member of t h e  62nd through 66th Congresses from 
1911-21 represent ing  t h e  Second Virg in ia  D i s t r i c t ,  he  served a s  Chairman of t h e  Democratic 
County Executive Committee. Other honors during h i s  l i f e t i m e  inc lude  being a  Delegate 

(See Continuat ion Sheet 1j3) 






